





WORSHIP IV JANE

Sundays during the summer and fall are considered Time after Pentecost, and
often reflect the life and ministry of the church, which has received the gift of the
Holy Spirit. The church remembers the lives and ministries of people whose
witness has impacted the church and the world. On the Sundays of June 3 (The
Martyrs of Uganda, John XXIlIl, Bishop of Rome), June 24 (John the Baptist) we
remember such people, and give thanks to God for their lives and witness.

Sunday, June 3 Sunday, June 17
Deuteronomy 5:12-19 Ezekiel 17:22-24
Mark 2:23 -3:6 Mark 4:26-34
Sunday, June 10 Sunday, June 24
Genesis 3:8-15 John the Baptist
Mark 3:20-35 Malachi 3:1-4

Luke 1:57-67 (68-80)

Times for worship are 8:00, 9:15 and 10:30 a.m.
Worship at 8:00 and 10:30 is in the sanctuary;

and at 9:15 in the Family Life Center.
Holy Communion is celebrated at all services.

The following groups will all be taking a break over the summer.

WEDNESDAY MORNING MEN'S BIBLE STUDY
SATURDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
MEN'S BREAKFAST FELLOWSHIP
ADULT MARANATHA SUNDAY SCHOOL

They will resume in September. Watch tidbits & newsletters for
startup dates.

Ways to help support Ministries of HTLC:

Gift Cards - Purchase cards for birthdays, anniversaries, holidays,
as well as for your own weekly purchases and we get a percentage of
every sale.

Sunday Newspaper - Buy your Sunday Repository at Holy Trinity
for $2 each and we keep $1.

Dear Friends in Christ,

1 hope that this letter finds you well and whole in the grace and mercy of God, and
that you are continuing to lift your praise to God for the beauty and abundance of his
creation. One of our great hymns, For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW #879), includes
these words put to a flowing melody:

For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sacrifice of praise.

I am working through three books, each of which addresses the state of our planet
and the earth as an integral part of creation which God loves: Green Like God, by
Jonathan Merrit (Faith Words, 2010); The Very Good Gospel, by Lisa Sharon Harper
(Waterbrook, 2016); and On Care For Our Common Home, The Encyclical Letter
Laudato Si’, by Pope Francis (Paulist Press, 2015).

The three authors, each in their own way, echo the plea of John Paul II, calling for a
global ecological conversion. Harper looks to Genesis 1:26-31, reminding us that
“What God calls very good is the wellness of all the relationships God created in the
beginning. This includes the relationship between humanity and the rest of creation.”
The care of the earth that God has entrusted to us “must bow to the will of God. And if
it is to be in the image of God’s dominion, then it must be grounded in love. Love binds
all creation together.” (pages 104-105)

When I was a student at The Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago from 1978-
1982, one of my most vivid afternoon memories, as I sat in the library studying, was
that of respected Lutheran theologian, Joseph Sittler, on his hands and knees in the
seminary courtyard planting a tree with neighborhood children. I would like to have
heard what Joe was teaching those children about what they were doing, and if it had an
impact on their lives and on the care of God’s good earth. Joe was one of the first
teachers in the church to shape a deep theology of the relationship between humanity
and the earth. In his little book, Grace Notes and Other Fragments, Sittler writes, “I
have no great expectation that human cussedness will somehow be quickly modified
and turned into generosity or that humanity’s care of the earth will improve much. But I
do go around planting trees on the campus.

Friends, I would encourage you to cultivate a relationship with the earth that has
provided sustenance for its creatures throughout history, and that you would do this
through study, conversation, and prayer; and that this relationship would lead you to
exercise responsibility to care at least for a portion of creation that God has entrusted to
you. Think about what you can do, and what we can do as a congregation, that might
make a difference, so that Joe Sittler’s less-than-hopeful vision of the future of creation
might not come true.

As we read and study and pray, let’s begin a conversation with one another about the
care of the earth, and what we might begin to do as a response to the prayerful words of
Francis of Assisi: O sisters, brothers, take your part, and worship God with humble
heart: Alleluia! Alleluia! (ELW #835 v.6). Worship and praise includes living under
God’s dominion and caring for all God has made.

In Christ’s redeeming love, Fastor Mark



Our annual garage sale will be Saturday, June 9™ from 8:00am-
2:00pm. This is our biggest fundraiser of the year and we need your
help! We applied to Thrivent's Action Team program to help fund the
cost of food & supplies for this Garage Sale. All proceeds will benefit
the Youth Fund for the ELCA National Gathering. Donations may be
dropped off from 9am-3pm, Monday, June 4™ thru Friday, June 8™ &
one evening on Wednesday June 6™ from 5-7pm. We will accept small
electronic items that are working. If you have large items (furniture)
that need picked up, please make arrangements with Howard VanOrman
at 330-492-7985. We do NOT accept TVs', large appliances,
computers. We will NOT accept any items dropped off the day of
the sale (Saturday).

New this year is a Plant & Garden section. Please bring any
unneeded plants (in pots) and garden items during drop off times. We
also are in need of baby and small children's' cloths, etc. Thank You for
supporting this Holy Trinity Fund Raiser/

2018 BUDGET UPDATE

! INCOME  EXPENSES REMAINDER
APRIL $42528.30 $32,238.81  $10,289.49
YEAR TO DATE $123,695.93 $120,058.63 $3,637.30

**x MONTHLY BUDGET $31,442 (This is the amount needed each month
in order to meet the anticipated 2018 expenses of $377,297)
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***Tf you are away at any time this summer, please remember your tithes and
offerings. Our ministry continues throughout the year, and your gifts are a
response to God's goodness. Thank you.

COUNCIL NOTES
(May 15, 2018 meeting)

Devotions were shared on the theme, “Be patient,” referring to the story of Isaac
and Ishmael.

A request from the Boy Scout troop was presented to the council, asking for a space
in the parking lot to locate their trailer. Other information was shared regarding the
title “Scouts BSA” and dynamics surrounding that.

Gifts were presented to our music leaders at the Celebration of Music in Praise of
God worship service. Pastor Dean Lewis will celebrate the 55" anniversary of his
ordination on June 9™ The council decided to recognize this anniversary in a
special way on Sunday, June 10™,

Vacation Bible School work days have been scheduled. One new teacher will be
recruited for the Sunday School program.

Food that was provided for Urban Ark, through the Postal Service, is being stored
at Holy Trinity, due to limited space at the Urban Ark site.

The Community Hunger Walk yielded $12,385.75 and 1,280 pounds of food. Holy
Trinity’s participation included 18 walkers and two dogs. A gift of $250.00 was
received from Thrivent for the Garage Sale. We will seek to involve youth
members in assisting with the sale.

We will recognize graduates in June and schedule cook-out events for the senior
high and confirmation age youth.

We will work on a list of possible items for memorial gifts.

The Nominating Task Force’s recommendation of Jeanette Cover, Frank Towns,
and Christine Walton to be presented for election to the council was approved.

The council approved a request for the use of the building for a wedding and
rehearsal on September 22" and 23",

Pastor Mark reported his attendance at the National Workshop on Christian Unity
in Silver Spring, Maryland on April 16-19; his attendance at the Celebration
beginning the 75™ Anniversary of the Diocese of Youngstown on May 20", at
Bishop Murry’s invitation; his attendance at the Northeastern Ohio Synod
Assembly, with Kitty Burgett and Bruce Patterson, on June 8" and 9™ and his
suggestion to schedule a day-away event for the council, in order to build to build a
team dynamic and do planning.

The meeting adjourned to the sanctuary for prayer.



SASSY SCISSORS

We do not meet in_June as many of our members will be involved in
preparing for our Vacation Bible School.

The Sassy Scissors WI|| resume their work on the Lutheran WorId Rellef
quilts on Tuesday, July 17" from 3 - 7pm and on Thursday, July 19" from
10am - 2pm. A picnic lunch will be provided at the Thursday work session
to celebrate 8 amazing and fun-filled years of sewing ministry. Please sign
up in the main hallway if you plan to attend. We hope to see you there,
friends!

Happy F1thers Day

Father’s Day
Sunday, June 17"

At each of the services of worship (8:00,
9:15, and 10:30 a.m.) on June 17, we will
recognize the significant role that fathers play in their families and the lives
of their children. The day will include a Blessing and Prayer for Fathers
during worship.

Invite your fathers, grandfathers, and men who have played an important
role in your life to join us on Sunday, June 17", as we recognize their
impact, and thank them.
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STARK COUNTY
HUNGER WALK

Congratulations Holy Trinity members!!{ You provided boxes of
food to help fill the Hunger Walk Truck. We had 18
participants in the Walk, with a total of $3,844 in cash
donations from Holy Trinity members. The grand total figures
for the Walk were: 200 people collecting $12,385.75 and 1,280
pounds of food. Thank you to all who participated in any way.

AROUND THE CONGREGATION

We give thanks for the life of Mildred Ivan, who in
her death was commended to God's mercy on May 5, 2018.

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
Please contact the church office at 330-492-0072 if we have
missed your birthday, anniversary, or have the incorrect date.

JUNE BIRTHDAYSII

6/02 - Diane Bauman, Ellen Wilson
6/03 - Donna Valentine
6/04 - Jason Slatzer, Chad Sinkovich
6/05 - Jessica Slater
6/06 - Pastor Dean Lewis
6/08 - David Ross
6/10 - Kari Sparkman
6/11 - Chuck DeGraff, Robin Reyna
6/16 - Kevin Beck, Tom Jingo, Julie Christ
6/24 - Ian Slater
6/25 - Cheryl Sepanik
6/27 - Alice Himes
6/28 - Rick McMichael
6/29 - Jacob Godwin
e 6/30 - Dave Wilkinson

)

JUNE ANNIVERSARIESII

6/01 - Don & Shelly Carley
6/10 - Zeth & Nicole Boord, Bruce & Marcia Patterson
6/11 - Craig & Ann Godwin
6/12 - Roger & Gloria Mahaffey
6/13 - Rodney & Penny Buckridge, Michael & Gretchen Leckie-Ewing
6/14 - Gary & Carla Ohman
6/15 - Dennis & Elaine Jensen
6/17 - Roger & Cheryl McClure
6/18 - Mark & Jean Pitocco
6/20 - Matthew & Rachel Buzzard
6/30 - Danielle & Jeremy Sharpe



Senior Bible School
St. Luke Lutheran Community

July 23, 25, 26 & 27 — 2:00pm
“Rolling River Rampage”
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We will be taking our 2018 Bible School theme and experience to the
residents of St. Luke Lutheran Community (220 Applegrove St. NE, North
Canton) again this year on July 23, 25", 26™ & 27", Residents of each
unit at St. Luke will share in Bible study, hands-on crafts and activities,
and music.

If you would like to be a part of this fun week, but missed the May
meeting, please contact Shirley Cavender at 330-494-5392. Children and
youth are encouraged to participate.

We sincerely want to thank all who sponsored us in the Hunger Walk!
Mark & Alice Himes

| am taking this opportunity to thank everyone, especially Pastor Mark, for
their prayers, visits, cards, and good wishes for a positive outcome for my
recent surgery. | am now out and about, but no quick turns. Thank you
again. Chuck DeGraff

Thank you to ALL the volunteers and HTLC members who have helped by
serving and donating towards the Urban Ark ministry. Holy Trinity collected
$790 through our February Focus. The many hours of service from HTLC
members and all the food & clothing that is continually being donated is
greatly appreciated.

God’s blessings to all at Holy Trinity. Thank you for all the cards, phone
calls, and prayers sent to me after my surgery and during my recovery.
Thank you also to Pastor Mark for his hospital visit and to Sassy Scissors
for the beautiful vase of flowers. | can'’t find the words to say how special
you made me feel. Thank you! Love — Marlene Webb

VBS - Rolling River Rampage

Please join us for VBS this summer. It is the
week of June 25™-29" from 9am to Noon at
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.
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“Rolling River Rampage” invites children on a white-water rafting adventure to
experience the ride of a lifetime with God! Along the river, children discover
that life with God is an adventure full of wonder and surprise, and that they
can trust God to be with them through anything. Children the ages of 3 years
to having completed grade 5 are invited to attend this fun filled week. Our
mission project this year is ELCA’s Clean Water mission program.

We are still in need of volunteers, so if you haven't volunteered and still want
to, please sign up on the bulletin board. Registration forms are on the table
next to the Welcome Center. Sign up today and bring a friend!!!
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VBS Decorating Workshops

Rollin’ on the River!

Grab your paint brush and sharpen those scissors! It's VBS time and we’re
grabbing our gear for a fun time crafting and decorating! Please help us
prepare for this year’s “Rolling River Rampage” white water rafting-themed
Bible School to be held Monday through Friday, June 25 - 29", If you are
proficient with Lincoln Logs, or can paint, stitch, craft, or glue, we need you!
Our goal is to convert the Family Life Center into base camp for a wild white
water rafting adventure!

Our VBS workshops will take place from 10 AM - 2 PM in the Sunday School
education wing on the following days:

Monday, June 11%"
Wednesday, June 13th

ROLLING
Friday, June 15

Monday, June 18 RﬁVER
Wednesday, June 20" RAM?A@E

Come one day or come all! We'll find some way you can be a part of this
exciting adventure!




NORTHEASTERN OHIO SYNOD ASSEMBLY
June -9, 2018
“Ambassadors for Christ”

The pastors, rostered leaders, and voting members of each congregation
will gather for prayer, worship, workshops, and sessions to plan and discuss
the ministry .of the synod. Northeastern Ohio Synod Bishop Abraham
Allende will preside over the sessions. The assembly begins on Friday
morning, June 8, and concludes on Saturday noon, June 9. Kitty Burgett
and Bruce Patterson will join Pastor Mark as voting members from Holy
Trinity.

The assembly will welcome Mikka McCracken, Director for Planning and
Engagement, ELCA World Hunger. We will hear greetings from ecumenical
and full-communion partners from other denominations, expressing the
unity we share in Christ Jesus.

For more information, visit neos-elca.org.

Please pray for the mission of the synod, its leaders, voting members,
congregations, schools, and agencies, as we seek to do God’s work.

SUMMER WORSHIP i i

Family Friendly Worship at 9:15 a.m. -
Beginning Sunday, June 3 |

No Sunday School for Children in the Summer

During the months of June, July, and August there will be no Sunday
School for children and youth. Remember that Vacation Bible School will be

the week of June 25-29. Children and youth Sunday School will resume in
September. Watch for announcements regarding details.

There will be a special Rally Day Celebration in early September when
Sunday School resumes for children and youth.

During the summer the 9:15 a.m. service will include opportunities for
children to join in worship and learning activities. In this way, families are
encouraged to worship together, sharing the Sunday experience with one

another.

CONFIRMATION MINISTRY
Sunday, June 3 - 6:30 p.m.
Cook-Out & Closing Session

6™, 7™ and 8™ grade confirmands will gather for a Cook-out and
Closing Session for the spring.
+ + +

Watch for information, and expect a phone call or text from Pastor
Mark about how you may help with some tasks for the Garage Sale.
Remember, funds collected from the Garage Sale support Holy Trinity's
Youth Ministry; so, your help would be greatly appreciated. The Garage
Sale is Saturday, June 9; but assistance may also be needed during the
week before. Think about your availability on the week days and
Saturday. Thanks.

The MARY-MARTHA CIRCLE will meet
Thursday, June 7™ at 10:00am in the Library.

(due to the garage sale) Cheryl Sepanik will be the
facilitator. Lois Trauger & Sandy Dodd will be the
hostesses. All women are welcome!

STAMPING GROUP is Monday,

June 4™ at 7:00pm at Holy Trinity. You

need no experience and you don't need to
>~ bring anything with you except $3.00 to
help cover ‘rhe cost of supplies. Beth Binius will be leading.

COFFEE HOUR COOKIES

Attention all bakers & buyers - we are always in
need of cookies for the Sunday morning coffee
hour. If you would be willing to make/buy some
yummy cookies....please put them in the freezer
in the Family Life Center kitchen. Thank youllll




Missions and Ministries of the ELCA
Clearing Qut the Spring

We are drawn to sparkling, clean bodies of water. For ages lakes, waterfalls, streams
and oceans have attracted our attention and wonder. We linger on a footbridge looking
over a river. We pull off the road to take photographs of lakes and streams and post
online. It is scientifically agreed upon that our instincts tell us something is important
about clean, free-flowing water, it is one indicator or a healthy place to live. Many
species make a home near or in such water. Often an oasis for biodiversity and life.
Flowing water appeals to our instincts and it is an ecological sign. But this same
flowing water also serves as a theological sign of Gods renewal of the church and the
world. In fact, especially among Lutherans, we can say even that the flowing waters of
the earth have helped inspire our own Reformation.

Springs. Have you ever drunk from a spring while camping in the forest? Or perhaps
come across bubbling water coming up from a sandy bottom of a clear pool flowing out
from among a crag in the rocks. Or maybe after days of filtering your water drawn from
a less than pristine stream you marveled at the sweetness and simple pleasure of
drinking directly from a spring.

Springs have long been signs of the goodness that mysteriously well up in our world to
sustain and refresh us. Springs flow freely without any human effort but they can be
polluted or forgotten. According to Lutheran theologian Gordon Lathrop Lutherans
have tended to view the work of the reformation as less like repairing a malfunctioning
water treatment system and more like rediscovering a live-giving spring.

The Reformation called attention to the places where God has promised a gushing
spring of abundant life and grace. Sometimes, however the work of rediscovery
involves work of rehabilitation. Lutheran theologian Gordon Lathrop, who has
introduced this spring imagery to many, recalls “the old spring-house that used to stand
on many American farms and the relatively frequent task of clearing out the weeds and
junk-even the broken-down house, itself-so the water could again flow clear and
accessible.”

“The farmer didn’t make the water. But the farmer needed to clear out the spring. Our
congregations always need 1o be clearing out the spring.” (Christian Assembly: Marks
of the Church in a Pluralistic Age. Augsburg Fortress, 2004)

Lathrop suggests that “the work of reformation is not only about recalling the forgotten
springs of God’s abundant life. Sometimes the spring are familiar but have become
obstructed of polluted. Perhaps a church practice obscures the gospel. Or, as in Flint,
Michigan, a system of environmental racism poisons the water supply of nearly and
entire city. The church is called to join the reforming work of dismantling systems and
structures that pollute or impede access to the flowing springs of God’s mercy.”

There are many wonderful examples of this reforming work happening around the
world through the ELCA right now. Members of the Southeastern Michigan Synod

Continued on next page...................

Continued from previous page........

are serving their neighbors in the wake of the lead-poisoned water crisis in Flint, MI by
addressing the immediate need for clean drinking water in the city. Their efforts are
focused through Salem Lutheran Church, Flint, distributing safe water, lead removing
filters, and raising funds for new pipes and a filtration system for the church to supply
water to its neighborhood throughout the 48505 zip code, as well as the larger
community. ELCA Advocacy and the Southeastern Synod are collaborating as a church
together, to continue to advocate for clean water for all of God’s children, particularly
in impoverished places or communities of color, such as Flint.

Or, In the Daurfur region, in western Sudan, there has been an ongoing state of
humanitarian emergency since 2003. Though the international community has largely
moved on to other crises, the conflict persists, and more than a decade after the onset of
this crisis, extensive displacement continues to be one of the main features of life in
Daurfur. Civil war and famine in South Sudan have caused nearly 5 million people to
be food insecure. Rates of acute malnutrition are well over the emergency thresholds in
most of the country. Declared in March of 2017 to be the first internationally declared
famine anywhere in the world in the last six years. Lutheran Disaster response is
committed to walking with our brothers and sisters affected by the crisis in South Sudan
by responding within the country as well as across its borders. The ELCA church,
because we are a church, are working with companion churches and other ecumenical
partners in the region to provide care, support and hope. Operating through local
partners, ELCA will accompany survivors via food distribution, shelter, water and
sanitation and psycho-social support. This immediate aid is being linked to a longer-
term commitment to South Sudan by ELCA World Hunger to build resilient
communities and provide health care, and by ELCA’s Global Church Sponsorship they
are in completion of a ministry center including a health clinic.

Did you know that this June 25" - 29" Holy Trinity Lutheran Church will be hosting
Summer Vacation Bible School right here in our building? The theme this year is white
water rafting! It was decided that the recipient of the special offerings given would be
designated to the ELCA’s Clean Water Mission Program. (See ELCA Good Gifts
website for lists of several initiatives.) The total cost for a simple water well can range
from $2,500 to $10,000 depending on location of the well and cost of materials. For
$100 you can provide a portion of an irrigation canal and ensure that families in remote
villages are able to grow food and our brothers and sister in drought-affected areas of
the world have safe water to drink. For $30 you can purchase a water filter to provide
safe drinking water and prevent diseases like typhoid and cholera.

The Reformation called attention to the places where God has promised a gushing
spring of abundant life and grace. Now congregations won’t you please help by “always
clearing out the spring.”

God’s mercy comes down like
“rain on the righteous and unrighteous”
(Matthew 5:45)









